Appraisal 

April 27, 2001

 SUBJECT INSTRUMENT:  Chickering Concert Grand Piano

 owned by Dr. Kathleen Bondurant of Round Rock, TX.

DESCRIPTION:  This instrument has obviously been well-cared for, and seems to have the original finish, which has been maintained by using frequent applications of Old English Red Oil.  The case of Brazilian rosewood has few marks or scratches, and for an instrument of this age, is in near fine condition.  It measures 8’6”. 

 
No serial number is immediately evident and may have been accidentally removed during previous years.  According to a letter dated in 1949 in reply to a query by the owner of that time, the instrument was manufactured in New York in 1885.  

The music rack and legs are carved, as well as the side panels next to the keyboard.  The tone has a deep sonorous luster and the bass reverberations measure more than a minute.  I found it a joy to play.  

A restoration was completed in 1993 by Jean-Marc Beauchamps of Montreal, Canada which included new hammers, shanks, strings, sound board repair, re-plating of pedals, etc.  It is, however, lacking the hinge for the lid arm.

VALUATION:  It has been difficult to place an historical value, as no evidence of existing same instrument has been found.  A comparable instrument was found at GoAntiques.com which did not seem to be rosewood, and was did not have the original finish or original legs. This was listed for $69,000.   A Steinway Concert Grand of the same vintage was found on E-Bay for $71,500.  Dr. Bondurant’s Chickering has been listed on consignment in Boston at Piano-Forte for $70,000 and, more recently, by The Austin Gallery for $69,900.

REMARKS:  This is a beautiful and professionally functional heirloom.

CONCLUSION:  Assigned value is $ 69,500.
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